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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.1 

Task: Direct a team in the operation of a rope rescue system to remove a 
victim stranded on or clinging to a natural or manmade feature in a 
high-angle environment 

Performance 
Outcome: 

Risks to victims and rescuers are minimized, injury to the victim is 
minimized, the means of attachment to the rope rescue system is 
maintained, and the victim is removed and brought to a safe area for 
transfer to EMS. 

Conditions: Given a victim stranded on or clinging to a feature and a means of 
removal of the victim to the ground or other safe area 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Using the provided victim and high-angle environment, direct your 
team to operate the rope rescue system and rescue the victim”. 

 
 
 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 Risks to victims and rescuers were minimized   

2 Injury to the victim was minimized   

3 
The means of attachment to the rope rescue 

system was maintained 

  

4 
The victim was removed and brought to a safe 

area for transfer to EMS 

  

 
Evaluator/Candidate Comments: 
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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.2 

Task: Direct a team in the operation of a rope rescue system to remove a 
victim suspended from rope or webbing in a high-angle environment 

Performance 
Outcome: 

Risks to victims and rescuers are minimized, injury to the victim is 
minimized, the means of attachment to the rope rescue system is 
maintained, the victim is removed from the rope or webbing, and the 
victim is brought to a safe area for transfer to EMS 

Conditions: Given a victim suspended by a harness attached to anchored rope or 
webbing, systems for removal of the victim from the rope or webbing, 
and a means of removal of the victim to the ground or other safe area 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Using the provided victim and high-angle environment, direct your 
team to operate the rope rescue system and rescue the victim 
suspended from the rope/webbing”. 

 
 
 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 Risks to victims and rescuers were minimized   

2 Injury to the victim was minimized   

3 
The means of attachment to the rope rescue 

system was maintained 

  

4 
The victim was removed from the rope or 

webbing 

  

5 
The victim was brought to a safe area for transfer 

to EMS 

  

 
Evaluator/Candidate Comments: 
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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.3 

Task: While suspended from a rope rescue system, perform the transfer of a 
victim suspended from rope or webbing in a high-angle environment to 
a separate rope rescue lowering or mechanical advantage system 

Performance 
Outcome: 

Risks to victims and rescuers are minimized, undesirable victim 
movement during the transfer is minimized, the means of attachment to 
the rope rescue system is maintained, the victim is removed from the 
static line and lowered or raised to a stable surface, victim positioning is 
managed to reduce adverse effects associated with suspension-
induced injuries, selected specialized equipment facilitates efficient 
victim movement, and the victim can be transported to the local EMS 
provider. 

Conditions: Given a rope rescue system, a specified minimum travel distance for 
the victim, victim transfer systems, and specialized equipment 
necessary for the environment 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Using the provided victim and high-angle environment, transfer the 
suspended victim to the rope rescue system”. 

 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 Risks to victims and rescuers were minimized   

2 
Undesirable victim movement during the transfer 

was minimized 

  

3 
The means of attachment to the rope rescue 

system was maintained 

  

4 
The victim was removed from the static line and 

lowered or raised to a stable surface 

  

5 

Victim positioning was managed to reduce 

adverse effects associated with suspension-

induced injuries 

  

6 
Selected specialized equipment facilitated 

efficient victim movement 

  

7 
The victim could be transported to the local EMS 

provider. 
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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.4 

Task: Perform the activities of a litter tender in a high-angle lowering or raising 
operation 

Performance 
Outcome: 

Risks to victims and rescuers are minimized; the means of attachment 
to the rope rescue system is secure; and the travel path is negotiated 
while minimizing risks to equipment or persons 

Conditions: Given a rope rescue system, a specified minimum travel distance for 
the litter tender, life safety harnesses, litters, bridles, and specialized 
equipment necessary for the environment 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Using the provided rope rescue system and high-angle operation, act 
as litter tender for a lowering or raising operation”. 

 
 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 Risks to victims and rescuers were minimized   

2 
The means of attachment to the rope rescue 

system was secure 

  

3 
The travel path was negotiated while minimizing 

risks to equipment or person 

  

 
Evaluator/Candidate Comments: 
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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.5 

Task: Participate as a member of a team in the construction of a rope rescue 
system intended to move a suspended rescue load along a horizontal 
path to avoid an obstacle 

Performance 
Outcome: 

Personnel assignments are made and clearly communicated; the 
system constructed can accommodate the load; tension applied within 
the system will not exceed the rated capacity of any of its components’ 
parts; a system safety check is performed; movement on the load is 
efficient; and loads can be held in place or moved with minimal effort 
over the required distance. 

Conditions: Given rescue personnel, life safety rope, rope rescue equipment, and a 
suitable anchor capable of supporting the load 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Work with your team to construct a rope rescue system to move a 
suspended rescue load along a horizontal path, avoiding obstacles”. 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 
Personnel assignments were made and clearly 

communicated 

  

2 
The system constructed could accommodate the 

load 

  

3 

Tension applied within the system would not 

exceed the rated capacity of any of its 

components’ parts 

  

4 A system safety check was performed   

5 Movement on the load was efficient   

6 
Loads could be held in place or moved with 

minimal effort over the required distance 

  

 
Evaluator/Candidate Comments: 
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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.6 

Task: Direct a team in the operation of a rope system to move a suspended 
rescue load along a horizontal path 

Performance 
Outcome: 

The movement is controlled; the load is held in place when needed; 
operating methods do not stress the system to the point of failure; 
personnel assignments are made; tasks are communicated; and 
potential problems are identified, communicated, and managed. 

Conditions: Given rescue personnel, an established system, a target for the load, a 
load to be moved, and PPE 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Direct your team to move the suspended load horizontally along the 
provided rope rescue system” 

 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 The movement was controlled   

2 The load was held in place when needed   

3 
Operating methods did not stress the system to 

the point of failure 

  

4 Personnel assignments were made   

5 Tasks were communicated   

6 
Potential problems were identified, 

communicated, and managed 

  

 
Evaluator/Candidate Comments: 
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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.7 

Task: Climb and traverse natural features or man-made structures that 
require the use of climbing aids, positioning equipment, or fall protection 
systems to prevent the fall or unwanted movement of the rescuer 

Performance 
Outcome: 

The objective is achieved, the rescuer can perform the required task, 
and fall protection is maintained. 

Conditions: Given the equipment used by the agency, and a task that reflects the 
anticipated rescue environment 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Using the provided structure, climb and traverse the indicated route 
using any necessary climbing aids, positioning equipment or fall 
protection systems”. 

 
 
 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 The objective was achieved   

2 The rescuer could perform the required task   

3 Fall protection was maintained   

 
Evaluator/Candidate Comments: 
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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.8 

Task: Interact with a person at height who is in an emotional or psychological 
crisis 

Performance 
Outcome: 

The condition is recognized and communicated to the team, the rescuer 
is prevented from harm, and the actions of the rescuer do not escalate 
the incident. 

Conditions: Given an environment consistent with the mission of the agency, the 
policies and procedures of the organization, and a person in a crisis 
scenario 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Provide comfort and instruction to the agitated victim”.  

 
 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 
The condition was recognized and communicated 

to the team 

  

2 The rescuer was prevented from harm   

3 
The actions of the rescuer did not escalate the 

incident 

  

 
Evaluator/Candidate Comments: 
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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.9 

Task: Ascend a fixed rope in a high-angle environment 

Performance 
Outcome: 

The person ascending is secured to the fixed rope in a manner that will 
not allow him or her to fall, the person ascending is attached to the rope 
by means of an ascent control device(s) with at least two points of 
contact, injury to the person ascending is minimized, the person 
ascending can stop at any point on the fixed rope and rest suspended 
by his or her harness, the system will not be stressed to the point of 
failure, the person ascending can convert his or her ascending system 
to a descending system, obstacles are negotiated, the system is 
suitable for the site, and the objective is reached. 

Conditions: Given an anchored fixed-rope system, a specified minimum distance for 
the rescuer, a system to allow ascent of a fixed rope, a structure, a 
belay system, a life safety harness worn by the person ascending, and 
PPE 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Using the provided equipment, fixed rope and high-angle environment, 
ascend the fixed rope”. 

 
 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 

The person ascending was secured to the fixed 

rope in a manner that would not allow him or her 

to fall 

  

2 

The person ascending was attached to the rope 

by means of an ascent control device(s) with at 

least two points of contact 

  

3 Injury to the person ascending was minimized   

4 

The person ascending could stop at any point on 

the fixed rope and rest suspended by his or her 

harness 

  

5 
The system would not be stressed to the point of 

failure 

  



ROPE TECHNICIAN– NFPA 1006 
 

PRACTICAL CHECK SHEET 

Revision Date:  January 26, 2023 

6 
The person ascending could convert his or her 

ascending system to a descending system 

  

7 Obstacles were negotiated   

8 The system was suitable for the site   

9 The objective was reached   

 
Evaluator/Candidate Comments: 
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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.10 

Task: Descend a fixed rope in a high-angle environment 

Performance 
Outcome: 

The person descending is attached to the fixed rope in a manner that 
will not allow him or her to fall, the person descending is attached to the 
rope by means of a descent control device, the speed of descent is 
controlled, injury to the person descending is minimized, the person 
descending can stop at any point on the fixed rope and rest suspended 
by his or her harness, the system will not be stressed to the point of 
failure, the system is suitable for the site, and the objective is reached. 

Conditions: Given an anchored fixed-rope system, a specified minimum travel 
distance for the rescuer, a system to allow descent of a fixed rope, a 
belay system, a life safety harness worn by the person descending, and 
PPE 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Using the provided equipment, fixed rope and high-angle environment, 
descend the fixed rope”. 

 
 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 

The person descending was attached to the 

fixed rope in a manner that would not allow him 

or her to fall 

  

2 
The person descending was attached to the 

rope by means of a descent control device 

  

3 The speed of descent was controlled   

4 Injury to the person descending was minimized   

5 

The person descending could stop at any point 

on the fixed rope and rest suspended by his or 

her harness 

  

6 
The system would not be stressed to the point of 

failure 

  

7 The system was suitable for the site   

8 The objective was reached   
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Standard: NFPA 1006 – 2021 edition – 5.3.11 

Task: Demonstrate the ability to escape from a jammed or malfunctioning 
device during a fixed-rope descent in a high-angle environment 

Performance 
Outcome: 

The person descending is attached to the fixed rope in a manner that 
will not allow him or her to fall, the person descending is attached to the 
rope by means of a descent control device, the means for escape will 
allow the rescuer to escape either upward or downward from the 
malfunctioning descent control device, injury potential to the rescuer is 
minimized, the system will not be stressed to the point of failure, the 
system is suitable for the site, and the objective is reached. 

Conditions: Given an anchored fixed-rope system with a simulated malfunctioning 
descent control device, a system to allow escape from the 
malfunctioning device, a belay system, a life safety harness worn by the 
person descending, and PPE 

Candidate 
Directive: 

“Using the provided equipment, fixed rope and high-angle environment, 
demonstrate an escape from a jammed or malfunctioning device”. 

 
 

NO. TASK STEPS 
TEST 

Successful Unsuccessful 

1 

The person descending was attached to the 

fixed rope in a manner that would not allow him 

or her to fall 

  

2 
The person descending was attached to the 

rope by means of a descent control device 

  

3 

The means for escape would allow the rescuer 

to escape either upward or downward from the 

malfunctioning descent control device 

  

4 Injury potential to the rescuer was minimized   

5 
The system would not be stressed to the point of 

failure 

  

6 The system was suitable for the site   

7 The objective was reached   
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